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Gandhiji must be taken in the light of a direction and it was nut open
to Mr Jinnah to raise the offensive objection of want of authority so
far as the Mahatma was concerned. Gandhiji has stated the position
in clear and modest terms in his letter of September 26: " Your constant
references to my not being clothed with representative authority are
really irrelevant. I have approached you so that if you and I can agree
upon a common course of action I may use what influence I possess for
its acceptance by the Congress and the country. If you break, it cannot
be because I 'have no representative capacity."
It must be the fervent hope of all well-wishers of the country that
the failure of the negotiations should leave no aftermath of bitterness
and mutual recrimination.    That is also the clearly expressed desire
of both the leaders.   Yet, in national affairs, fair and frank criticism is
not only permissible but essential for progress.    Mr Jinnah has often
showed a regrettable tendency to avoid commitments on his part and
a preference for putting the opponent in the wrong without clarifying
his own position.   The correspondence furnishes abundant proof of this.
Be that as it may, what emerges from Mr Jinnah's latest letters in the
series of correspondence is that he demands not what is embodied in,
the Lahore resolution but something which he calls Pakistan and which
should, according to him,   include within its   boundaries not   Muslim
regions only but much more   and possibly the   whole of the   Punjab,
Bengal and Assam, besides Baluchistan, Sind and the North-West Front-
ier Province.   Further, he claims that this new sovereign State should f
be formed without ascertaining the wishes of the inhabitants of these
areas.   The relevant part of the Lahore resolution reads as follows:
" Resolved that it is the considered view of this session of the Muslim
League that no constitutional plan would be workable in the country
or acceptable to the Muslims unless it is designed on the following basic
principle, namely, that geographically contiguous units are demarcated
into regions which should be so constituted with such territorial adjust-
ments as may be necessary, that the areas in which the Muslims arc
numerically in a majority as in the north-western and eastern zones
of India should be grouped to constitute independent States in which
the constituent units  shall be autonomous and sovereign."    As Prof.
Coupland,   who cannot be   accused of prejudice   against the   League,
remarks in his book, Indian Politics:   "It is not clear exactly what this
paragraph of the resolution meant."   But it is clear enough that it did
not want areas holding non-Muslim majorities to be made part of the
contemplated new State.   There are in the Punjab no less than 12 dis-
tricts and in Bengal no less than 15 districts holding a majority of non-
Muslims.   In Assam, out of 14 districts only one, Sylhet, has a Muslim
majority. Mr Jinnah has referred in his letter dated September 25 to